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" e HISTORY OT JANE_ HUNTINGTO_N FASTHAM
‘ ‘ & Pioncer of 1865
[

Jane Eastham, daughter of Robert Huntington and Janet Holden was born

rch 22, 1817 at Chadesley Lancashite, England. Of her early girlhood we j\
Rmow very little, but her parents were well to do as they owned their own home \A
and a row of cottages that they rented as well as other property. She na rried ™
John Eastham, who was an engineer on the railroad, he was also a good provider, They
had eleven children, Emma Jane, Evalina, Louisa, Edith, Cathron, Marenthia, Althera,
Merlin, Lenora, Jane, John Henry, and Betsy Ellen. Six of the girls grew to woman-
hood, They owned their own furniture store in England and Jane Eastham and the girls
took care of the store while the father was away.

Jane joired the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 1st March 1839,
She with her husband and four girls Chathron, 16; Marentha, 14; Merlin, 13; and
Lenora, 12, emigrated from Leeds England sailing 29th April 1865 from Liverpool
"‘“‘0“1 the ship Belle Wood under the direction of William H. Sherman. The company
iltmded in New York 1 June 1865 being six weeks on the ocean. They left New York
“in a few days and June 15th 1865 left Wyoming, Nebraska in Captain Henson Walkers
Company. John Eastham was made captain of the lst company, Robert Pixton was
Chaplin and John Hammer, was captain of the guard. The English Company arrived
in Salt Lake August 12, 1865,

1

%" Jane and her family came direct to Grantsville where their two daughters,
Emma Jane Ratcliffe and Louisa (Lucy) Millward and their husbands had settled
in 1862. They lived in the home of James Ratcliffe had built for himself for a time,
- soon as they could, they bought the ground that the Wrathall and Knowlton homes
+-and on and lived in the home that Melvin Brim now lives in. (1949)

5;{;/ ' She was a very industrious woman, an imaculate housekeeper, and an
excellent cook. It is said that you could eat off of her floors, they had to be
scrubbed with sand until the boards were white. She did not have straw under

her rag rugs, but great long strips that were taken up so that the floor could be
scrubbed, Her pots and pans shown until you could see your face in them., The
great copper boiler was scrubbed weekly after wash day with vinegar and salt

and hung in its place on the back porch. Her dish towels were white as snow

even though they had to he washed on the board. She loved nice things and kept
them so, She used to have what was called a "cosey" it was a pretty quilted silk
cover for the tea pot with & bright colored lining that she used over the tea pot to
keep it warm. She was a most excellent cook and made all kinds of fancy pastries,
the famous lemon tarts are a hand me down recipe of Grandmother Eastham. She
and Ann Clarkwere very dear friends and they would exchange any new ideas of
cooking which they both enjoyed. The conference visitors woulu always come to
her place to eat. Grand father would say "for your good cooking". She entertained
many of the General Authorities, Joseph F. Smith always came to her place, he had
lived for a time at their home when he was in Englandon a Mission, They were
very dear friends,

She was a very patient woman and when my grandfather, who was not quite so
tient, would comeand tell her something he had seen or heard she would say,
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Genealogy of lMerlin Esstham Kearl

about 1797 =t Rlbchester, Lancashire (Englsnd).

Ny Grandfatheres name on my f.thers side was Rodrer Ezsth.m,

“orn

Died May 9th 137€.

His wife wes ilargrett Ogden Tastham Eorn about 1797 at Ribchestef

lancashire England.

My Grendfathers name on my mothers sise 1s John Huntington

1786. -

Died Dec. z4th 1850,

born about

Fy Grandmother on my mothers side was Jeannette Holden Euntington

- born zbout
Lancashire Tngland.

\ Ky fathers naze 1is

lancashere,

Axerica.

&y dotherz nzxze 1s Jane

at Chord-sly lancashire

Tooele Co Utah Ameriea.

——
{ P

All the above have been

lord.

1790 in Lancashire Englang.

John EZ-sthom born Feb 2, 1820 at =ibche

Died about 1847 at >reston,

Sler,

Died Dec. 18, 1893 at Crantsville Tooele, Co. Utah

lluntinston Tastham born Marech 22, 121€
Tngland. Died June 22, 16¢9 at CGrantsville

endowed and sealed in the temples of the
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John and Jane Huntington Easthams childrens names are:

Emma Jane Easthax

Edith Eastham, Died when a taby

Luolsa Tastham

Ev:zline E:uctham, Dled when a baby

Cathrine Curtis Eacstham

Narentha Althera Eastham

Merlin Eastham

Leonora Z=zthuam

Jane Euzthem, Dlcd when & tuty

Jokn Henry Es.thum, Tled when ¢ taty
» Eetsy Ellen Eezsthem, Dlcd vhen & tecty (

iy elster Trme June Zsthur rorried James Ratcliffe., )t
My sistzr loulsa Eastham married Andrew Millward.

My sister Cathrine Curtis Eastham married Edward Millward,

My sister Marentha Althera Easthan married James Stoddart.

I Merlin Eastham married James Kearl, W/

¥y slster Leonora Fagtham married Hyrum Harrison Severe,

James Kearls and his wife #erlin Eastham Kearls children:

Boys

John Henry Kearl born in Rich Co. Bear lz2ke Utah Sept. 17, 18674,
George Kearl born in same place Aug. 25, 187€,

Robert Kearl born same olace april €, 1879, Died May €, 1882,
willis Ellsworth Kearl born same place Jan, 29, 1882,

Morton Kearl born in same pluce March 11, 1885,

Chase Kearl born in same place Feb., 10, 1890.

Girls

Merlin Edith Kearl born in same place Aug. 24, 1870. Dled Aug.
25, 189€, was married to William Hodges. Had two sons,
william FRaloh Hodges born Dec. 1€, 1894, and John ¥eston
Hodges born Aug. 22, 189€.

Jeanetgg Kearl born in same place Oct. 29, 13872. Died NMay 14,
18382.

Jane Ethel Kearl born same place Jan. 5, 18567. Died aApril 24,
191z, was married to Thomzs Gifford weston. Had two
daughters, Norma Kearl Weston born kay 17, 1907, and Edith
Kearl Weston born March 2€, 1912, and was tlessed ty her
Grandfsther George Weston when 8 days old.

Grace Kezrl btorn in same >lace Feb. 19, 1892. wWas married to
Georie Edwin Lamborn.

¥y boys marrled

John Henry Kearl married Lilly Gibtons, daughter of Joseoh Gitbons
and wife Merry Weston Glbbons.

Georye Kearl married Fose End:srs.

Willis Ellsworth Kearl married Bertha Lzmborn, dzughter of Edwin
G. Lamborn and wife relinda VWeston Lsmborn,



Morton Kearl married Carroline B, Moffat, dzughter of Joseph
Smith Moffat and Lols Gunn Xoffat.

£y son Chase married Hazel Loveless of Provo, Utah Co. Utah,

Names of my Grandchildren:

Merlin Ediths children:

willliam Ralph Hodges
John Weston Hodges

John Henry Kearls Children:
Thelma Kearl
George Kearls children:

Arminto luclille born March 20, 1909
Lawrence George born July 28 1910
Russell Goldle born Nov. 21, 1911
Adaline bS5rn Sept. 19, 1913
Merlin Katherlne born Feb. 5, 1516
Freeman Duce born April 10, 19105
Eldon rastham torn Jan. 2€, 1920
Harold Enders bdbrn Dec. 10, 1922
Rose Norreen born May 2€, 1925
Edward lamont born May 9, 1920
June Ruth torn April 1, 1932

Willis Ellsworth Kearls children:

Flden Lambn~rn Kearl born June 15, 13510
Aretha Kearl born March 17, 1312

2aul Eastham Kearl born Sept. 14, 1914
Nelda Kearl torn iarch 22, 1927

Ethel B. Kearl born iarch 7, 1920
Wilma Kearl torn Dec. 13, 1921
Jeannette Kearl torn Hov. 5, 1924
Willis Gordon Kearl born May 1li, 1927

Morton Kearls children:

Lois wWinnefred btorn Nov. 17, 1906
Delbert born Oct 14, 190¢
Rotheray torn Nov 10, 1910
Allisgon torn YNov 9, 1912

Noel bdrn Dec. 1914

Mildred

Leou

Kathleen

Jane Ethel Kezrl wWestons chlldren:

Norma Kearl VWeston born ¥ay 17, 1907
Fdith Kearl .eston torn March z€, 1912



Sketch of Life of Merlin Eastham Xearl

I was born 1in the village of Masbro near Rotherham six miles
from Sheffield Yorkshire England on the €th of November 1852,
My fathers name belng John Fastham son of Rodger Eastham and wife
Margret Ogden. My mothers name was Jane Huntington Ezsthanm
daughter of John Huntington and wilfe Jeanette Holden.

Wh;; I was sevenh years 21d my father moved his fenlly to the
clty of leeds in Yorkshire. My father and mother joined the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints years before I was

born. -

We 1lived in Leeds end todk care of the Elders who czme as

¥

missiona}ies into that part of the country. President Joseph
F. Smith being arosg them. In 18€5 I w:s baptized into the Church
of Jesus Crrist of latter Day Salnts by Elder Thomzs B. Marsh
belng then 12 years o0ld. On the 29th of Aoril 1365 we imigrated
to america sziiing 13 the 02131 salling vessel Belle wood. Ve hecd
& rexarkstly gocd voysge escrces the ocean arriving at Castle Gardens,
New York the lzst day of lJay having been just a zonth on thke =seza.
We hod & good tlwe on the shil: with no sicknesc to 3henk of,
One 0ld Lady died and a little baby. They were buried in the sea
which geemed a very sad thing to me tho I was only a 1ittle girl.
sfter telng 1in New York a day or two we started on our journey
through the states by rall and stearer znd after traveling on the
Missourl river a while we were put off the steamer at a litile
place called wyoming seven miles fror what 1s now Nebraska City
but at that tl:se there were ounly a very few houses there.
At Wyoming there was s hotel, store, and storm cave all our
baggage wzs Just dumped on the bank of the river. Ve had to get

1t away frot there the best way we could.



We camped there nine weeks wulting for our oxen end wagons,
There were some very vad thunder storms. During the storms ve
had to all crowd into the cave. Then when the storms woulld te
over we would get out 1nto the sunshine again and take up our
out door life. There was « Dunish coxpany of s:ints cazped atout
a rile from us and they h2d no shelter whatever but 1t was wonderful
how ha§§5 they were every nlght we could hesr them singing the old
hyans.

When the trethren came fros Omaha with the wigons znd cattle
we comrenced tO get ready to st:rt on our journey across the pslains
for Utan und wh:t lots of fun and mishaps we had getting the wild
cattle ydked up :nd hitched to the wzgons. Some of the oxen wo.ld
run #nd break a wagon toungue or do some other dzmage but zt last
we were ready to start.

It ralned the day ve stzrted out and the roads were 21most
impagsable but we vere glad ve were on the move as every day we
travelled 1f it was only a few tlles brought us a little nearer
home we thought. I have often thought what courage our fathers =nd
aothers had to :ztterpt such a Journey especlally never having seen
such teams 2nd wagons snd knowlag nothing about handling thez.
However, in a dzy or two i1t cleszred up and our oxen quieted down
a bilt. We had no sickness to speak of tho I had mountain fever tut
not very bad. I remember there was a young boy in our eowpany who
had dropsy and someone had told him smoking wss a cure z2nd I can
remember how he cried when he commenced to use the tobaceo I oftened
wondered if he got better cr not and 1n regard to sickness I will
state that mother was a2 very sicxly woman for years tefore we left
England snd we were afraid she wouldn't bte atle to stznd the journey
but she had fa21tk to start on t-e 1 ng Journey in fuct i1f mother

hadn't been the prime mover in the undertzking we would have never



come to Utah however mother w2sn't sick and hour on shipbosrd =nd
had better health all the way than she hzd hzd in yezrs.

In Journeylhg across the plzins we pessed culte eclose to
fort Kearney and three of the soldiers traveled with us for = dzv or
two then had to walk tack. They were very well behaved boys but
were horesick and lonesoue.

We,hud a pretily good time crossing the slains. I think our
Czptalns nazre was lllen 4twood his surname was stwdod. I know
we had ndo one dle in our train and never saw an indian 2t all but
when we arrived at fort larimie we had word not to cazp there zs
the Indlang had ralded the Danish trzin the nizht before ond carried
off the.wife of one of thut company and shot seven arrows into her
hustand. They never got the wo zn back. If I remember right the
fort was 2btout three miles from the road. There were soldlers ot
the fort but didn't get to the traln in tire to 4o any good.
We travelled all th:t nlgh* un° we children were quite frightened
but we vere never molested by anything.

We arrived 1o 3z2lt Loke Clty Novenber Tth 16€5 hzving been
nearly seven months on the journey. I passed my 13th birthday
the 3ay (Jov. €) before we =rrived in 3zlt Lake City. We wen*
to live 1n Grantsville where I had two sisters (living there irs.
Imma Jane Eastham Rutcliffe and Mrs loulsa Ezsthar »1llwird) who
had lmanigrated froz Zngland to Utsh three ycars previously.
¥vie used to have £20d times 1In those duys @although the most of the
people were 555r not many having cook stoves even and our rTeetings
and duznce halls w re lightsd ty tz11ow czndles mz2de by ourselves.
In the early fall there wovld be a 3d2nce glves 3nd everyboldy o311
for thelr ticket with cendles and the people brought enough to last

the winter and we used t> dance all nirht with an in-ercission for
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in the Endowment house in 3:1t Lake City and in August of the same

On July l2th 18€9 I was marrled to James Kearl of Grantsville

year left Granteville for Eezr Luke my husband having been calleq
there to help settle up th:t pzrt of the couniry. Ve arrived in
Round valley August z9th 16€9. We hud the usual experiences comron
to all settlers in a new country. We suffiered fror ¢5ld z2nd hunger
cuite 6f2en as tne frost and grasshopoers todk the most of our croos.
Hcvever, we stayed with 1t and Presldent Taylor on one of his visits
blessed the land uni sald the clim:te should change for the tetter
and s8> 1t has. FOr years now we hz2ve ralscd good grain and consli-
erable fruit.

éU&. So how I am €1 years 5l1d. other of ten children. € boys and

" four £irls, one boy and three ;irls have dled and two of my boys

are living in Cardston Canada and the rest here. In October 1912
my youngest son, Chase, went on a 2issi:.n to the northern ststes
returaing 1n Aprll 1915, I held ac office in every auxillary
organlzatl .n In the church, was chosen one of the first teachers
in religion class at 1ts organization in our wzrd (Laketown Rich(o.)
recelving my license from President woodruff also wazs President of
Y.L.¥M.A. 8180 counselor and teacher in Prlirary, teacher and Znd
counselor in Relief 30oclety and tescher in 3unday School. In Oct.
191€ I wos made president of the Laketown Primzry Assoclatlion and
in 19 wes put in gs Znd counselor in Rellef Socle:y to Sister
Eliza Rachel Johnson, Presldent. July 1lth 1907 sc<t apart by
Blshop G.H. robinson wvas set apart as 2nd counselor to Nrs Eessle
Barker Veston ,President 3ugust }0, 1911 was chosen as 1lst counselor
to «rs iillenda Weston Lamborn, President May 1918,

¥y father wzs a locomotive engineer. He wss sent by the English

Covernzent to run on the first railrozd in the East Indies.



Laketown Nov 20th 1925

I thought I would tell of my trip to Cardston Cznadz to see
my two boys John and George and thelr families. John's fa:ily
conasists of wife and 12 children 9 boys and 3 zirls the boys nuzes
are Clifford, weston, Knowlton, Delmsr, Jzck, Keith, z¢nd Grant,
the other two being dead. Girls nawes are Thelma, Rella, and
Pheobe. George's famlly conslsts of wife and ®children 5 toys
4 girls laurence, Fussell, Eldon, Harold, girls namzcs, Arminto,
Lucllle, Adaline, Merlin, and Rose Norreen. All of them are tright
and go0d looking children. I h2d a solendid time thougr too late
in the "year to see the country at its bezt. Thousznis of zcres of
wheat to te threshed. It wrs cut 1b sugust but the weather was too
wet to gét i1t dry enough to thresh the worst fall for storms they
had ever had since my boyc hzve been there. The pedople there ceen
to te trying to live thelr religlon there as well or better thsn
we do here. They have splendid schools =2nd entertainments a1l &as
up to dzte as we have here. There a&re two wards in Cardston Temple
Tabernacle 2 meetinghouses besldes grade school and high school
and amusenent hzlls, I soent my T73rd birthday €th of Novemter
wlth my boys ani their families, I had 2 004 tire with relatives
and frlends and to know my boys John George and Chase were considered
worthy 2nd 413 work in the temple while I was there that oDlezsed

me best of =11.

*7Two more children were torn to George =2nd RoseMzrie. Thelr names are
Edward lamont Kearl and June Ruth Kearl.



Further notes by Adaline Kearl

Sixty-two yeurs h:ve elapsed since grandmother Merlin Kearl
wrote about her visit to Canada and how impnortant 1t wus to her.
I'm certain thut 1t was equally imoortunt to my father George, my
mother Rose Marle and we children of the two fuzllles. FoOr years
we chlldren had prayed that some time she would visit us. 30
when shéwdid come with uncle Chase 1t was really speciel, She
wzs small and lively with a culeck wit and a sparkle thzt kelled her
years. We 2ll 1loved her from the stzrt, XEven the towns pc<o>le found
her captivating and chzrming., She was a bit hunched with age znd
had small features znd svooke in cultured tones. 1 remember vividly
seeling hé} mend tiny white wool baby stockings for my mothers bzty
Rose Norreen. She darn<d them 85 neatly. On her 73rd birthdsy
we celebrated i1t with a osrogram st home. Uncle Chase szang beautifully
(That Little xother of Mine). There seezed to te such 2 elose bond

between mother and son.

"That Littlie Mother of Kine" will now be sung and we will dediccte

it to the memory of Uncle Chase and Grandzother lerlin Eastham Kearl.



